












                                        

 
Grand Traverse/Leelanau — Valerie McLaughlin                 mclaughlinv@michigan.gov 
                                                                                                                                                        231-929-0147 

AH! Spring has finally arrived….. 
Child Care Connections 4C would like you to take the time to visit our website www.nwmi4c.org where you can complete 
your updates, check out our food program, look at new training information. 
 
Michigan Association Education of Young Children has their “Early Childhood Conference” Where? Amway Grand Plaza 
Hotel & DeVos Place, in Grand Rapids, MI When? April 10th-12th. You can go online at www.MiAEYC.org, to register. 
Registrations must be completed by March 31, 2008. 
 
ABC’s for Parents is taking registrations for their Fall Program. This is a six week (6 credit hour)  training and best of all 
it’s FREE! For more information contact Sue Buresh @ 989-362-8636. 
 
Super Saturday Trainings—Contact Brandi DesMarteaux @ 989-345-0692. 
 
FREE! Preschool Family Concert by Beverly Meyer “The Music Lady”. All families with preschoolers can come celebrate, 
April—Month of the Young Child. There will also be an informational booth on local programs and more. When: Wednes-
day, April 16, 2008. Where: Ogemaw Heights High School Gym. Time: 6:30pm till 7:30pm. 

Roscommon/Ogemaw — Brenda Stapleton                       stapletonb@michigan.gov 
                                                                                                                       Roscommon DHS  989-275-6831 or Ogemaw DHS 989-345-6547 

Wexford/Missaukee — Shirley Booms                                  boomss@michigan.gov 
                                                                                                                                                             231-779-4513

Hello! My name is Shirley Booms and I am the 4C Onsite Childcare Coordinator for Wexford/Missaukee Counties. I 
worked for the past 8 years in Clare/Gladwin Counties for Mid-Michigan Community Action Agency. Due to cuts through 
state funding, my position as the Clare County Wraparound Coordinator was eliminated. I am happy to be working 
close to home and also to have joined the team at Child Care Connections of NWMI, 4C Council. While I am new to this 
position, I am not new to helping families find resources to assist with their needs. I have already started attending com-
munity meetings and learning about the resources and programs available in Wexford and Missaukee Counties. I look 
forward to getting to know you and learn about your individual child care program. My office is located at the Wexford/
Missaukee DHS office at 10641 W. Watergate Rd, Cadillac, MI 49601. If you need information call me at (231) 779-
4513. For your convenience you can also update your provider file by going to our website at www.nwmi4c.org. While 
you are there you can view the listing of upcoming classes. Please know how much we appreciate all 
that you do to care for the children of our community. 
 
Make an awesome year! 
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Special Event & Story time for Young Families with infants thru age 5 years. Saturday April 19th from 1-4pm at West Jun-
ior High School (3950 W. Silver Lk.Rd, Traverse City). Sponsored by TBA-ISD Great Start Program and Partner Agencies. 
No admission required. Goodwill donation optional. This event features Leslie Helakowski, author of this years MI Reads 
book choice “Big Chickens”. Leslie will be on hand to read her book to the children. The first 300 families will receive a 
copy of Big Chickens. Leslie will also be available to sign your book. There will be lots of fun hands on activities for the 
children. Come and see live chickens, build your own nest, and learn about eggs. There will be a raffle that day for a large 
Children’s Play House. Please share this information with your families. Parenting Communities of Leelanau County has 
been distributing free Big Chicken books to Leelanau Co. child care providers. For providers in Grand Traverse County call 
your 4C Coordinator, Val McLaughlin at 929-0147 to reserve a free copy of this year’s book choice as supply lasts.   
 
Parenting Communities of Leelanau will be celebrating the Month of the Young Child throughout the County. They will be 
tracing the bodies of young children & hanging the cut outs around their communities. There will be posters up in each 
Leelanau community so you can write why you think children matter. These cut outs will be mailed with a thank you note to 
area legislators & government officials to increase awareness of the importance of early years of life. We hope they will re-
member the children when they are reviewing legislation which impacts young families. Here is an opportunity to have your 
voice heard by the decision makers in our area. 



Northwest Michigan Community Coordinated Child Care Council 
Child Care Connections 
720 South Elmwood, Suite 4 
Traverse City, MI  49684 

Our Staff                               
Pam Ward... Executive Director 
Sue Billiau... Bookkeeper        
Carrie Ball ... Head Start Child Care Coordinator 
Carrie VanLandschoot...Training Coordinator 
Doreen Holstein...Sr. R. & Referral Counselor 
Pat Emery...CACFP Field Consultant 
Sandy Pahl...CACFP Field Consultant 
Lisa Schiller...CACFP Field Consultant 
Kathy Clark...Secretary/Receptionist 
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Our 4C On-site Coordinators 
Shannon Hanna...Antrim/Kalkaska 
Marilou Schlotterbeck...Benzie/Manistee 
Carol Stephan...Charlevoix/Emmet 
Valerie McLaughlin...Grand Traverse/
Leelanau              
Brenda Stapleton...Roscommon/Ogemaw 
Shirley Booms...Wexford/Missaukee  
 

Our Board of Directors 
Barb Keelan...Chair 
Sara Weatherholt...Secretary 
Kari Kahler.. .Treasurer  
Joyce McClellan...Member 
Kyra Kipley-...Member 

We welcome your great ideas for our Newsletter.  The deadline 
for our next Issue is June 15, 2008.  Just send us your idea(s) 
anytime. 

 
Phone: (800) 968-4228 
Fax:  (231) 941-9412  

Email:kathyc@nwmi4c.org 






